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Wir sind die Vielen
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Wir sind die Vielen (We are the many) – what a title for Bernadette La Hengst’s 6th solo album. It almost sounds, as if even the songs have joined together to be the MANY. 

„Even more so now! You want to be the Volk (the people)? Heh? We are the many!“

It’s not just the MANY. It‘s also the many varieties and ideas that make each track also unique. Indeed the beauty of diversity is being celebrated here. 

„Out of the comfort zones, into the world, let us be many, this is the way to win against populism, racism, the curtailment of freedom of the arts, climate change, a world without good music and at best against death.“ (Bernadette La Hengst)

But wasn’t it always like that for Bernadette, who has been on the road solo since the breakup of her pathbreaking girl-pop-punk-band „Die Braut haut ins Auge“ in the year 2000?

Yes, but this time it’s different. More „Outernational“.

Think about it a bit like this: Krautrock-chansons meet ArabPop on the road of Lovers-Soul. 

Bernadette found/wrote some of the songs on an expedition between Madrid and Casablanca in a bus, (reminiscent of the Jazz-Impro-World music band Embryo) opening her Café Europa on the streets and writing Lovesongs with passersby. 
One year later Bernadette traveled to Beirut for a musical search for traces of her parents who had lived there in the 60ies. 

The Oud of the Lebanese musician Youmna Saba merges with Bernadettes catchy popsongs, the languages cross over and meet again on the streets of Gibraltar, to sing about Europe from the other side. 

The roadmovie songs „I am art“, „À Beirut“ and „Wherever I’m going“ take us with them to a trip between occident and orient, and the Casablanca anthyms „Gheda Inchallah“ and „Beauty in the dirt“ are whistled by the sparrows from Marokko’s rooftops ever since. 

Bernadette has again assembled MANY guests on her album, with which she expands the line between personal and political:
In „Der Affe fällt nicht weit vom Stamm“ (the monkey falls not far from the trunk) she krautrocks expressively to the lyrics of the sculptor, poet, long term artistic companion and friend Volker März. 
The theme song „Wir sind die Vielen“ (we are the many) was written in 2018 when she, with other Berlin-based artists in the group „Die Vielen“ , developed strategies against the Right. The engaging video to the song was produced by the foundation Futurzwei.org and filmed at the „shining demo“ against the AfD in May 2018 in Berlin as a campaign video. 

The songs „I need air“ and „I’m an island“, were written by Bernadette for the world climate conferences in Bonn and Katowice. They cool the warming of the Earth down to 1,5 degrees with the little help of the children and youth choir of opera Bonn. 

The campaign video to „I’m an island“, produced by the German Ministry for Development has been clicked on a staggering 2 million times. 

It seems as if all the 13 songs on „Wir sind die Vielen“ conspire in a poetic, defiantly melancholic way to overcome mortality.

On „Das Leben muss scheitern“ (life must fail) the fantastic saxophonist Samantha Wright and the trombonist Sonja Beeh play like a funeral marching band. They both have been playing with Bernadette in the David Bowie musical Lazarus in Schauspielhaus Hamburg since 2018. 
It was a stroke of genius by Bernadette to build musical bridges with her mobile studio through exchange deals with guest musicians from Casablanca, Beirut and from Montagscafè in Dresden. Here lives the energetic Burkina Faso musican Ezé Wendtoin who gave his voice to the song „Wir tauschen uns aus“. 
The wonderful lost „Mutterland“ (motherland) searches for traces of the past, is a farewell to the concept of nation, and sounds with the help of the cello orchestration of Claudia Wiedemer like a promise into a new world without borders. „Only where we love, there is new land“. 

And at the end of the album, after all has been said and sung, a shining nothingness remains. In „Verstummen“ (falling silent), another lyrics of Volker März, she sings: „we are silent and we are rocking, untill our fingertips are sweating.“ Soon a classic. 
quotes from the media: 
„effortlessly her songs are a balancing act between the personal and the political. And: they give hope.“ Spex
„Noone ever sang as lustfully about complete refusal in a popsong.  Bernadette’s intelligence and passion pairs beautifully with a penchant for great melodies.“ BR-Kulturjournal
„...elegant and witty, classy, cheeky and perspeptive.“ Die Zeit
„ We want to dance to La Hengst’s revolution – here it grows together, what belongs together.“ Musikexpress
„Clear, angry, sentimental, contradictory, freaky, humorous and subersive – and a beer on top.“ Arte
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